Management 601
Philosophy of Science
Spring 2012
	Instructor  
	Dr. Anthony Townsend

	Office 
	3327 Gerdin Business Building

	Phone
	294-7834 (office)

	E-Mail
	amt@iastate.edu 

	Web Address
	www.amtownsend.com

	Facsimile
	(294-2534)

	Office Hours
	by appointment


	
	

	Required Texts

	Godfrey-Smith, Peter Theory and Reality: An Introduction to the Philosophy of Science. 288 p., 6 line drawings. 6 x 9 2003 Series: (SCF) Science and Its Conceptual Foundations series; ISBN: 978-0-226-30063-4 (ISBN-10: 0-226-30063-3) Spring 2003

Kuhn, Thomas S. The Structure of Scientific Revolutions. 3d edition. 226 p. 5-1/4 x 8 1962, 1970, 1996; ISBN: 978-0-226-45808-3 (ISBN-10: 0-226-45808-3) Fall 1996

Shapin, Steven and Schaffer, Simon  Leviathan and the Air-pump Paperback: 456 pages Publisher: Princeton University Press (October 1, 1989) 

ISBN-10: 0691024324

Peter L. Berger, Thomas Luckmann  The Social Construction of Reality: A Treatise in the Sociology of Knowledge 
ISBN-10: 0385058985 

ISBN-13: 978-038505898 (or others)


	
	

	Course Description
	· Examine the scientific philosophy that grounds our understanding of our phenomena of interest, developing an understanding of how our ontological assumptions drive our work and our evaluations of its outcomes. 
· Develop a sound evaluative foundation for our continuing work in our discipline.
Students needing special learning accommodations should make them known to the instructor as soon as possible.



	Course Requirements


	10% Participation

The course is a doctoral seminar, and as such, I expect a high level of participation. 
15% Reading Management

Our course has a number of readings, which I would like for the various groups to manage for the class. One week prior to the in-class discussion, the responsible group will put a short summary of key elements of the reading up on the WebCT, and post two or three critical discussion points/ questions about the reading to start a preliminary discussion thread about the reading.
25% Papers Papers will be due for Kuhn and EITHER Feenberg or LaTour. Papers are expected to be well-written, 8-10 pages of text, fully cited, original work. Grading will be based on quality of analysis, writing style, and completeness and relevance of citations. All papers will follow the APA style guide.
25% Midterm
25% Final Exam Exams will be essentially the same format as the papers, but no more than 300 words per answer (exclusive of citations), and with an expectation of fewer references. Grading will be based upon the same criteria.


	Grading


	94-100% = A


90-93% = A-

87-89% = B+

83-86% = B





80-82% = B-


77-79% = C+

73-76% = C





70-72% = C-


67-69% = D+

63-66% = D

60-62% = D-







< 60% = F


Schedule of Readings, Assignments, and Deliverables
	Date
	Topic
	Readings
	Deliverables
	Assignments

	1/11
	Introduction to Philosophy of Science

Writing Papers


	Smith, 1 and 2

How to write a paper
	
	Start Kuhn paper (contemporary critiques/commentary on Kuhn

	1/18
	Objective reality
	Smith 3 and 4

Shelby Hunt Readings


	
	

	1/25
	Process of change
	Smith 5 and 6

Kuhn
	
	

	2/1
	Challenging method
	Smith 7

Leviathan
	Kuhn papers due
	

	2/8
	Science as social system
	Smith 8 

Poster
	
	Midterm assignment

	2/15
	Critical Science
	Smith 9

Feenberg

Ozanne & Murray

Murray & Ozanne
	
	

	2/22
	Postmodernism
	LaTour

Firat & Venkatesh

McKelvey

Peter
	Midterms due
	Start second paper

	3/14
	No Class
	
	
	

	3/21
	Realism
	Smith 12
	Discussions
	

	3/28
	No classes
	
	
	

	4/4
	Modern Theories
	Smith 14
	Discussions
	

	4/11
	TBA
	
	LaTour or Feenberg papers due
	

	4/18
	TBA
	
	
	Finals Assigned

	4/25
	TBA
	
	
	

	5/2
	TBA
	
	
	

	5/9
	
	
	Finals Due 5/4
	


