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Content of Cases

· Cases should address ethical issues faced by accountants in private industry, public practice, government accounting, or accounting instructors in academe.

· Cases can come from personal experiences, developed specifically for classroom use, or real-life situations faced by organizations

· Clearly present the facts of the case.

· Make sure ethical issues are presented for analysis and discussion.  Some examples include:

· Differences of opinion in the application of GAAP

· Pressures that exist for accountants and auditors in following the profession’s codes of ethics and ethical norms

· Applying rules when the requirements are not clear

· Conflict between two or more parties on the proper course of action

· A common element is that the decision affects stakeholder interests.  

· Be sure to provide enough information about the potential stakeholders so that students can analyze how they might be affected by a proposed course of action.

Background Reading

· Keep this to a minimum.  If students are required to review certain material prior to analyzing the case, this should be presented in the case and mentioned in the Teaching Notes section of the manuscript.  Also, it is acceptable to reference websites for assigned readings rather than add it to the paper.

· For example, if the case deals with a specific rule of professional conduct in the AICPA Code of Professional Conduct, and the students have not learned the Code, then a brief discussion of that rule as part of the case presentation is appropriate.  A reference to the website for additional details helps keep the flow of the paper in tact.

Teaching Notes

· These should never exceed ten pages in the manuscript.  The Notes should be designed to present possible answers to questions that are posed at the end of the case.  Typically, the author(s) should incorporate discussions of ethical reasoning in the Notes.  

· For example:

· What are the rights of the stakeholders in the case and how might they be affected by alternative courses of action;

· Discuss whether the proposed alternatives are fair to the stakeholders;  

· Discuss the harms and benefits of alternatives;

· Explain virtue considerations in deciding on a course of action
Possible issues for cases in addition to those previously mentioned (not all-inclusive):

· Audit committee responsibilities
· Cases illustrating the difference between the application of laws/rules and ethical considerations
· Classroom experiments in teaching ethics

· Corporate governance systems
· Corporate culture
· Earnings management
· Financial reporting and disclosure conflicts
· Internal control evaluation and assessment
· Internal-external auditor communications and relationships

· Student-related ethics issues in the classroom
